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visional; perfect freedom of development being indispens- 1869
able to afford the decisive evidence of experiment on the
subject: and if, as you truly say, conventionalities have eta * 3*
smothered nature still more in women than in men, the
greater is the necessity for getting rid of the convention-
alities before the nature can be manifested. I have, however,
thought it indispensable to weigh such evidence as we have
and examine what conclusions it points to, and I certainly
think that, in all matters in which women do not entirely
lean upon men, they have shown a very great command
of practical talent. I do not read the new evidence respect-
ing Queen Elizabeth as you seem to do. She was already
known to have had weaknesses of vanity and temper, but
with the means of realising her position now afforded to
us by the mass of contemporary documents transcribed by
Froude, I confess she seems to me to have taken, on the
whole, more just views of general feeling than her critics.
For example : with the very small pecuniary resources she
had (a thing generally forgotten), the economy absolutely
indispensable could only be enforced by making those
whom she employed (every one of whom was always in
great need of money for the purposes of his department)
feel constantly extreme difficulty in getting it, and the
strongest motive to do without it if he could. Again, with
half or more than half her subjects Catholics, herself under
the ban of the Pope, and with a Catholic competitor for
the throne, was it not wise in her to take advantage as long
as she could of the real indisposition of the powerful Philip
(an indisposition never fully known till now) to drive her
to extremities ? We are bound to remember that, after all
that is said of the danger to which she exposed England
and Protestantism by her parsimony and over-caution, the
event has justified her; England and Protestantism sur-
vived the risk, and came out with greatly increased power
and 6clat.

If you have read Mr. Motley's last two volumes,1 you
will have observed a great change in his tone respecting
Elizabeth. There are no more of the disparaging com-

1 ["History of the United Netherlands."]nd changement dans les relations sociales des sexes.thosecre, en peu deanding.
